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Mueller finds no conspiracy 


On Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election 


Divided Congress 

faces difficult task 
in further pursuit 
of key allegation 


BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


Special counsel Robert S. Muel- 
ler III’s decision that he could not 
conclude whether President 
Trump’s attacks on the Russia 
investigation amounted to ob- 
struction of justice illustrates the 
difficulty in proving such acharge 
— and left Democrats with a 
narrow but fraught path to press 
a case against Trump. 

In the end, Trump’s mercurial 
behavior and relentless attacks 
on the FBI and special counsel 
probably extended the length of 
the probe — but the fact that 
many of his eruptions were in 
public view also may have made it 
more difficult to show he had ill 
intent, a key element in proving 
obstruction, legal experts said. 

In his still-confidential report, 
Mueller stopped short of drawing 
a conclusion about whether the 
president obstructed justice, 
writing that “while this report 
does not conclude that the Presi- 
dent committed a crime, it also 
does not exonerate him,” accord- 
ing to a summary by Attorney 
General William P. Barr released 
Sunday. 

Barr went further, saying that 
he and Deputy Attorney General 
Rod J. Rosenstein concluded the 
evidence gathered by the special 
counsel “is not sufficient to estab- 
lish that the President committed 
an obstruction-of-justice of- 
fense.” 

That has left the question of 
Trump’s actions — which includ- 
ed the firing of FBI Director 
James B. Comey, the public at- 
tacks on his attorney general Jeff 
Sessions, the regular cries of 
“witch hunt” and the taunting of 
witnesses — as one that will now 
be wrestled with in the political 
arena. 

The obstruction question, as a 
legal matter, came down to 
whether the special counsel had 
evidence that Trump acted with 
“corrupt intent” as he demeaned 
and demonized the investigation. 

“Proving intent is genuinely 
difficult, because it requires you 

SEE ANALYSIS ON A12 


House Democrats stand ready 
The Judiciary Committee chairman 
says Congress will pick up where 
investigators left off. A15 


A reckoning for the pundits 
Liberal-leaning commentators 
leaned into a collusion narrative 
that just got discredited. A14 


“The Special Counsel’s investigation did not find that the Trump campaign or anyone associated with it 
conspired or coordinated with Russia in its efforts to influence the 2016 U.S. presidential election.” 


On obstruction of justice 


“The Special Counsel states that ‘while this report does not conclude that the President 


committed a crime, it also does not exonerate him. 


9 


from Attorney General William P. Barr’s summary of special counsel Robert S. Mueller IIl’s report 
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LEFT: Robert S. Mueller III leaves Sunday services at St. John’s Episcopal Church across from the White House. RIGHT: President Trump 
arrives at the White House after a weekend in Florida. He called the summary of Mueller’s report a “complete and total exoneration.” 


Coming up: More investigations, 
more polarization — and an election 


BY MARC FISHER 


Next, more of the same, but 
with more entrenched division, a 
bitter crossfire of allegations and 
then, finally, a reckoning in the 
form of the 2020 presidential 
election. 

The long-awaited conclusion of 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
Ill’s investigation into Russian 
interference in the 2016 election 
is likely to harden congressional 


Republicans’ wall of support for 
President Trump, strengthen 
Democratic demands to hold 
Trump to account — and result in 
little change in public opinion, 
according to historians and poli- 
ticians who have studied past 
national scandals. 

Mueller’s conclusion — he 
found no evidence of collusion 
with Russia but was unwilling to 
exonerate on obstruction of jus- 

SEE WASHINGTON ON Al4 


‘No collusion! goes from defiant 
mantra to reelection rallying cry 


BY JOSH DAWSEY, 
ASHLEY PARKER 
AND PHILIP RUCKER 


President Trump’s defiant man- 
tra — “no collusion!”— became a 
rallying cry for his reelection Sun- 
day after the Justice Department 
said there was no evidence that his 
campaign conspired with Russia 
during the 2016 election. 

The four-page summary of spe- 
cial counsel Robert S. Mueller ITT’s 


investigation removes one of the 
darkest clouds hovering over the 
Trump presidency, even though it 
reached no conclusion about 
whether he obstructed justice. 
Aides described Trump as gleeful, 
and the president cast it as a “com- 
plete and total exoneration” — 
despite Mueller’s more nuanced 

findings. 
“There was no collusion with 
Russia, the most ridiculous thing 
SEE TRUMP ON A13 


Report leaves 
open obstruction 
question, but Barr 
sees no crime 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


Special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III did not find that 
Donald Trump or his campaign 
schemed with Russians to inter- 
fere in the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion, according to a summary 
released Sunday that the presi- 
dent immediately embraced as a 
“total exoneration” even though 
Mueller reached no conclusion 
about whether the president ob- 
structed justice. 

After a nearly two-year investi- 
gation, Mueller’s findings 
seemed to dispel the cloud of 
conspiracy that has hung over 
the administration since its in- 
ception. But by delivering caveats 
alongside conclusions, the clos- 
ing of the Mueller investigation 
opens the door to fiercer political 
fights over the president’s judg- 
ment and power. 

The four-page summary issued 
Sunday by Attorney General Wil- 
liam P. Barr declared: “The Spe- 
cial Counsel’s investigation did 
not find that the Trump cam- 
paign or anyone associated with 
it conspired or coordinated with 
Russia in its efforts to influence 
the 2016 U.S. presidential elec- 
tion.” 

The letter noted that Mueller’s 
probe said no such conspiracy 
was found “despite multiple of- 
fers from Russia-affiliated indi- 
viduals to assist the Trump cam- 
paign.” Barr said he and Justice 
Department officials separately 
determined there was insuffi- 
cient evidence to make an ob- 
struction accusation against the 
president — although Mueller 
was not definitive on that point. 

Trump spoke to reporters at a 
Florida airport Sunday after- 
noon, declaring he had been vin- 
dicated. 

“After a long look, after a long 
investigation, after so many peo- 
ple have been so badly hurt, after 
not looking at the other side — 
where a lot of bad things hap- 
pened, a lot of horrible things 
happened for our country — it 
was just announced there was no 

SEE REPORT ON All 


Barr’s letter to Congress 

The full text of Attorney General 
William P. Barr’s summary of the 
“principal conclusions.” A12-13 


What will we see, and when? 
That depends on how long it takes 
to remove sensitive material, and 
what Democrats decide. A10 


Voters help rein in gerrymandering 


BY ROBERT BARNES 


DETROIT — Disappointed with 
the election results but not ready 
to give up on politics, Katie Fahey 
sent out the modern equivalent of 
a message in a bottle on Nov. 10, 
2016. 

“Td like to take on gerryman- 
dering in Michigan,” she typed in 
a Facebook post. “If you’re inter- 
ested in doing this as well, please 
let me know.” She added a smiley 
face emoji and left for work. 

It turned out that hundreds of 


Supreme Court takes up 
issue, but across the U.S., 
citizens are not waiting 


people were interested. 

They grew to more than 
425,000 people who signed a bal- 
lot petition to amend the state 
constitution. 

They grew to more than 
2.5 million people who on Elec- 


tion Day 2018 took away the 
power of politicians to draw dis- 
tricts that helped themselves and 
their political parties, and put it 
in the hands of a commission of 
ordinary citizens. 

“Voters Not Politicians” made 
Michigan one of five states in 
2018 — Ohio, Colorado, Missouri 
and Utah the others — where 
voters reined in partisan gerry- 
mandering. 

It is an issue that has vexed the 
Supreme Court, and it returns to 

SEE GERRYMANDERING ON A18 


Boeing pushed hard for self-oversight 


BY MICHAEL LARIS 


Four weeks before a Lion Air 
jet plunged into the Java Sea in 
October, Congress passed little- 
noticed provisions that gave the 
plane’s maker, Boeing, even more 
power to oversee itself, demon- 
strating the company’s sway in 
Washington. 

It was another victory in 
Boeing’s long-running, highly ef- 
fective campaign to get the feder- 
al government to delegate more 
and more of the Federal Aviation 


Congress allowed 
company to take over 
some FAA functions 


Administration’s safety responsi- 
bilities to the company. It also 
was a reflection of the inherent 
difficulties of having a govern- 
ment workforce oversee the de- 
sign and production of some of 
the world’s most sophisticated 


machines. 

Federal investigators are scru- 
tinizing whether the FAA failed 
to properly watch over Boeing, 
which has scrambled to make 
software fixes after two Boeing 
737 Max 8 jets crashed within five 
months. But the obscure provi- 
sions in the new law show how 
advocates in Congress consid- 
ered the process that certified the 
planes to be too cumbersome. 

The U.S. manufacturing giant 
has spent decades building deep 

SEE BOEING ON A16 


IN THE NEWS 


Cavaliers, Hokies keep rolling Virginia and 
Virginia Tech both advanced to the Sweet 16 
in a tourney with hardly any upsets. D1 


THE NATION 

House Majority Lead- 
er Steny H. Hoyer 
(D-Md.) defended the 
U.S.-Israel alliance. A2 
A staffing shortfall at 
the Education Depart- 
ment has made it hard 
for struggling borrowers 
to get help on their 
loans. A2 

Labs find it tough to 
keep up with a rise in 
DNA submissions de- 
spite $1 billion in fund- 
ing to address the back- 
log. A19 

Mail-in ballots from 


college-age voters in 
Parkland, Fla., were re- 
jected at a much higher 
rate than the state aver- 
age in the November 
election, a study has 
found. A20 


THE WORLD 

Britain’s path toward 
leaving the European 
Union is complicated 
and confounding for 
even seasoned Brexit 
watchers. We offer some 
answers to common 
questions. A7 

A long-shot Ukrainian 


presidential candidate 
has turned his campaign 
into a reality dating 
series because “politics 
is a show right now.” A8 
Unofficial tallies from 
Thailand’s long-awaited 
election showed a near 
deadlock between the 
country’s pro-democra- 
cy and military-linked 
parties. A9 


THE REGION 

More than two years 
after the mass arrest of 
protesters at President 
Trump’s inauguration, 
prosecutors asked a D.C. 
judge to dismiss the re- 
maining 188 cases. B1 


Maryland officials and 
the contractor building 
the Purple Line are “still 
far apart” over when the 
light-rail line will begin 
carrying passengers as 
well as the cost to offset 
construction delays. B1 


OBITUARIES 

Mona Lee Brock, 

87, counseled despon- 
dent farmers through 
crisis. B4 


SPORTS 

Rob Gronkowski, who 
helped the New England 
Patriots win three Super 
Bowls, announced his 
retirement. D3 
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Ring, ring... and, repeat 
Spam calls are turning our devices against us. C1 


That old chestnut: The VP question 
A better question for male candidates: Would you 
serve as a woman’s running mate? C1 


CONTENT © 2019 
The Washington Post / Year 142, No. 110 


PostPeints 
DAILY CODE, DETAILS, B2 
3691 


ppu wauw 
0 o! "i3 


70628"2110 


